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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: '"American Defectors to the USSR"

1, The attached material ' was part of a soft file entitled
t"American Defectors to the USSR, which was set up by SR/6
"(Support) around 1960 and maintained by various SR!components
until ca, 1963, The compilations were derived from a variety

of sources, and contain both classified and overt data,

e —————

2, In the fall of 1966, the files were turned over to CI X
Staff, In most instances, basic information was then abstracted i
for the US Defector Machine Program, Inall instances in which :
the material was unique, or represented a valuable collation effort,
it has been incorporated into the appropriate 20! fil¢, along with
a copy of this memorandum, |

3. It is suggested that any dissemination of this data should
be coordinated with SB Division and with CI Staff (CI/;MRO), in
view of the frequently inadequate sourcing and of the fact that
disseminations have already been made through the US Defector

’ Machme Program,
S
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PLTHTILY leifelas (iicol'no at birth but never vired), on

13 febouary 1921, =roo'lyn, Y | i\ -,
~pzet metal werker, carzent<r, aud odu lchs, U0 residence falisy Strean, Long Isi.
! B

' ' a.
World Viar 11, Three years service in air'orcc, including service in lndia
as erIiszled ground creu caroer-tz,r. {AnE= voscou: Ueso;\t.ch 111, 11 Sept §9,
attachnd) ..

Cctober 1945, Medical discharge, for which he franted and still recefving
307 d15al1 ity pension. Accordiny to his own states:nts, he may have been dis-
charred on mental rrounds and may have had later ps; rchiatric treatrent fron.
the The (Desp. m) ’

19L45-1953. * "For ..icvetg‘lt vears after the war”™ he was at a trade school
in Loz inreles. (Unidentified newspader article ontslimd Koscow S Sept 59, cited
in DEA-6£069 of 21.1. 6L, in ERS tiles)

19 Dec 1954. Married Helen SCHO MR, Lorn 1910 in ‘*ussia. (68069)

12 Dec 57. Divorce. She residing Los \r\,ele:s with fo r-year-o].d dau"xter,
running candy business. (66069) N |

17¢3-1959. At this ti.ne(-u-d m‘o‘or.aly in the whole post-war ceriod 30 far)
personzlity clashes with sunerioks nmade it Liptssible for him to hold Jobs,
In addition to carpenter and shcet metal worker (annnrcntly his specialties)
he worked as acrobat, drafts: wan, grocery clerk, etc‘. (62069)

Early Avrust 1999, Ye deparied lew York on an orgfam.zed tour to Western
Desp 111). He said thnat he paid §955 (6505%). Fe nmay

have h2¢ Zeln from ths brother with whom he lived, vecanse except for hic

irrezular workirg income, he had only his »en: .ion- "';Lh te hin, 310 to wife

for mxpoort of child. (Desp 111)

10 fweuct 1959, Entered Soviet !nien ot V}‘oorz;, on resvlar sevendday tourist
viza Tacven In wasuinton 20 July 1959, On to ieninrrad and voscou the nex
day. {esp 111)

-

|
. 1% Airust 1959, Lay his tour frovp to eatrain for Leairgrad, there to
: ’ board tnc FALTILA for Lordon. e suddenly decided to star in ilozcour, falled
s"o r up at the station, ard canceled ship reszrvations throwgh Inturist guido.
Ye had no communist sympathies or Leolo: ical lnaninps toward the U263, and
“akad no grievances against the US, “xov" ht he cruld get 1 pood Job in the SU
‘though adnitied had no friends there and kneu mthim of country, pecple, or

language. (£8059)

i

s tea days. .,polfe'abonr. his decisien to

18 fupurt 1959 and the followir
and_ elsewhere but did not -a-tte home A

other Anericans in the :lot.el restav
about ii. (Lesp 111), i -!

-

,:4-'
27 A':r-.'st 1959, Ee '.en-.ioned ‘xis *nténtion ir casual converest*oa with
3 resigent L ﬂricrn correspondent, w‘\o sugrested he 1nfom the -xb (Eesp 111)

) N |
P 29 Auevst 1*":9. e visited the Echassy and was interviswed Tor tio hovrs

Wwr irF.ar, it the corresporyent slso piesert. Gove Min rasrav Sin wamting

to ste-, lLaild nad tolen {nitiative kpzszexmszask asicdry hotel manscer and

snterist ride how he ‘eovld sta”; no one had irdveed or in .uvem.cd. L'»o'x

;“.."v T
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iefdets afvice b onan dreftel WMiiT Ln ot o ooy p owties wovict ettie
senpliln bt Rad msy rot oreqt it LU ‘-. hid reterm s-‘- =3 nlare‘iclmis but
wng Tirteally ont of ~~o"o\'5 wiich he el teld I'tt..:'i. s S Rdey not we rricd boe
aese cxmected fnrdiate Uaviel res-cnse tc hic fob rearest, The nitfalls “and

xploitation nozribilities <were exvlaind to nim Tt ne disaisced as cloik-and-
dacrer, s-ic hac keard Lixe changingy in USSR, Ue was jiven rame and telaplione
m:aber of #nerican Catholic vriest in lccow, «ho srbzegrently tolied with him.
#e was rational, lorical, serious, ron-a;gressive, but;insisted on reneuncing
citizenship and cefecting. (Desp. 111) |

29 "urrst 1959, He went ahead and sent the let‘er'to the “unreme Soviat,
e did not keep  cory but told AmEnb it incl\:dea five 'specific point... a3 spe-
cified by Inturist ,_,vide. 1) DPOB, 2) nanes and addresses of relat.ivos, 3) his
property and bank accounts (none); L) his skills, education, and work record;
and 5) his moral, iceolor ican, and (illeridvle ) reasers’ for wanting Soviect cit-
izenship. Woildn't s3; wast he had written under 5) or wiether he ‘had said
anything. a-air-'t the LS. (Desp. 111) P |

2 uootenbﬂr 1?:9. fie cane to the dqbassy, turneé in his passport, told of

" sendiry the leticr to the Suprene Soviet, snd indicated; he iad not. charged his

aird, sn,rdex- again emlaimc the irreveealility of rem"cmtion and whea Pet-
rulli szid he unferstood sericusness, asiwed him to cone back in the afternoon
when Snyder wevld e pre,‘trcd to adninister the oath of remnciation. This

w35 done, (Desp. 111) ‘

. 5 Zentenber 1957. He told several reonle that he Zelt Muorally and econ-
onfcally at home in the 2oviel Union" ... rany jJobe in recent years in US ard
not hagpy there. $RExs£E2£833 ot bitter a-ainst US, tut just liked S detters
ceople not in a hurry and not nervous urecks; hi thousht theyr were tryim to do
thints right in the 2U. (63069) 1

'8 Sevteriver 1959, e cnre to the Irtassy to req.est. a urittes statement
of his citizensain status for iie doviet avtrhorities, When teld sbhassy weuld
infcra him as’ socn as State intarw'd t,'xev:. he switched to qrections re visa
requirements for enterin: US. he felt Jevs ¢iving hia ruzaround becanse no
ackneculedgement -of his letter or repeated job regrecrts. 'Jentioned he without
noney or friends, no sneak ™ussian, ete. which hac all Heen pointed ont %o aim
a few da's belore, imz‘htal; Still no Seviet rreste espleitation known to
mbassy and no appreich to t.!'.e Umbassy about him. He still at Hotel tiraina,
at uovint. expense but lelt 4o his own devices. Lrb ozina this stight Indicate
Sovs unjecided what do with qin or do nct think hin good iexmloitation material.
Zo evidence of prevocaticn or entranrent, tut Sovs hav« deliverately frcilitates
hic actions: mernitted nn overstay v*‘m, encournsced Aln tarcevph Iaturist guide
to seek citizenship fron lvpreme Soviet, and allowed hix rermain at Lixaina on
credit. Petrulli resuained nest and r-t.:lc*al throvgh all tiiree mcetings at
Exb, Irsediately after this interyieu 4}. b, he tolc Awrican correspondent
he Jvst wanted te go !‘cn.. (Desv. 111 M:’m}s rrc.:aaly $at cue out in
Washineton Post 'on 9 Oept.- said he liad ¢ch& stupid thing to renounce US cit-
ize':sntn in nopes of Scviet ... wonted go home ... had renaunced Ui citizenship
becavse of "too mary contradictions® in the Asierican way of life .., would
decline with thanxs even i they now offered nin Soviet l!in..enshi.o .se Chanye
of mind not due tw disillusionment with U et because .a frismds or relatives

to look cut for hiw as at hone. {68069)
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1. Jentemler 173%, On thés éate an vmn- wified voviet ¢ ficlal told
hin (In recponse 1/ nis letter regrestin ‘loviet citizesshinr) that he should
have applied at the CovEmb washing ton; manazer of lidzina Jotel told him h2
wx:ld have to vzowte the prenises by 16 ceptexzher; atd both told hia to re-
trieve his rassport fren the Assrb or get scme kxind of trrvel docusent froa

thex, oecause he had to leave, kis brother had-seat hin 3300, (65069)
‘ I

15 Sentember 1959, He arpcared at Anfmb and told above ult.inat\m. (68069)
1

19 September 1959, According to DBA-68069 he applied for an enurz:mcy
passport on this date, but it seems lilely that he mist have applied for it
on the 15th or scme date in ietucen, becavse a Washington Post article—of 19
Se-tember (cited in 68069) renorted that his US citlzenshin had alreagy been
returned to him, since State had declared him legally incouoetent- Sama
appeared in kY Times of 19 Sept. He declared himself "Iuckiest. guy in the
world®, His serious mental condition further confirmed by ex-wite, who said
he a very sick man alternately woncerfcl and terridle.
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SURNCT: PETRLI, Kladelsa - :
sia FEICLLS, Meolise ’,

'
\

Mgm,.mnum,waunsmw;u&aw
uaamsm.wmmmsuwzomummusm :
Ceopits balsg coxkionad by an Eadeosy 6fficinl, dablsot fnatyted thal bo wighed
%0 Feaouuee b Awsiisaz elSisonsbip. umaumavu\mmacuun !

... for and thought o would de alle Vo maks & bolter Mvisg in ) country, -
- 'muumormmammﬂmdumnpn)&qw
m,wmumtuuwwmcum

\ Sxchjcot vas bern a m, Bew York, o 1) h&r.uy 292, of Itallms
bora perwcts. Fe wad A sdrat-nstal worise 'cnays'mu, Sew Yark, Wy ked
Seam divarced, in Jensabay 1757, from Bis Swsdantxod wifs, zhou 2o pad Srrisd
in Decesher 155, end by viom he Pas & daurhier, Su Jerh Perorisily enrwi? dn
tha United 23ate3 Aty fercs, daring Wworld bar 11y oxt su sm.srsm 13 vatcher
) 145, sfver wearpaday trcatest an a pental m.a.. 2 gubeogamnily ot
_ yeyshlatrie ewms, wWuls llvimg ia Califcrala, ‘

Sudjewos chmised o pusaport oa 3 duze 19'37, torsm-qnsttd:p n olend
ard Puseiag catored thy (WK1 ef Vikorg, Oren Yinlesd, m 10 Juned 1357, ce e
ragilar povsa~tay touriol #ises asd nw Lau.v.m u & Soacist, an 1l Angwrd
1557

After rescunclon Mae Jesrises cliiscamip ca ) :‘-wwbor pLo% MR R A £
apsarad at the Amerisen Blemyy o § Sevwmlar 1997, siatine 2ot " folt s
Borinta vare glving Aln tb2 un avousd ot that ks Lol cderosd Ki3 niml god
viahed t5 roledn iz United ftates S1Al1a0a0i4p atd retif3: humaa, 2o Sovizty
bed ropartedly sdvised Suljeat thal €9 sMtala Sovist etiizessiog, Be woald wve
% yotaap o MerMingtoa, M Cop &rS s00ly &% W B riot ey Uwies ACOSISLAG
0 o fogsign ervise Alarsieh from it theg wa0 Bo evidans of pleued
Sovist prowsatics o entivseeols but 4ia Sodv.a Rod fretliiatad Ma satione
¥y owingly seTrdtilng ks 40 overstey Xa visa, Twoursiig Wi Aix Ine
Coarist goldd to wend his qitisenslip epplicstlcn 30 L Ivpram Sevist, end
mammum&nmmu.mm

) ke “tate :aaarbue ralad i .ab‘oet'o a.uen.pwl resEeistiea of his
talted “tater citizenaiiy vne mot & hnd: congr berd m, e 3o s Fives &
eaveusy passoert for thoe Uaited dtates. Jls retusmod 1o Kiz boms An Maw ke,
on 2 Jeptember 1?99. o e

L_'».mwmuauhwumm.uwm
Larateh, of 9/A0F%. Infuraation regardisg S Ject's s=
talsin: 3 nacxerd to rotum $0 Ahe La..‘.o.! ,um. la.p. p N
foxvat. i refariing hie raten buws, 1% fran Bow Iavi 3luacs
nowsvaper artloluey) ,

Q\'s*. CJ'”" (‘A&x"" 0‘ Q(‘aa‘\'\'\ '5‘&&&' \QWe | Kv‘l’7(’/3$‘:‘
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FETRULLI, Nicholas
Date of Births .13 February 1921 at Brooklyn, H.T. | i !

Educations Highsohool ' |

Mlitary Services USAF during World War II; ducmrg.d 1945 after
undergolng treatment in a mental hospital.

Marital Statuss Divorcod. Decembor 1954 married & ‘hushn—born girl,
in December 1957 divorced herj one child, a girl.

——- e

o Profesaiony Sheet-metal vorker o :
Dato of Defections August 1959 |

-

Petrulll left his fauily in the U.S., traveled abroad on a two-veek trip.

Ha entared tha Sovist Uzion on & rogular meven-dsy tourist viea on 11 August.
On 23 Auguat lw notifisd the US Enbasay that ho vishod to give up his Amorican
citizenahip., Whsan queationed by a ptrenger, he did not know why he traveled

to the Soviet Union, what he planned to do thore, how he plannsd to support
himself, and why, spocifically, ho desirod to rencunco bis Amerlcan citizenship.

'
\

A uhsot.-mu']. vorker, Petrulli had a history of msntal ilinoss. Ho changed
his mind about dofecting Juat before the Soviet Union refused hia citizenship.
(Wasb. Evening Star 26 Nov 59) i

Ho bad turned in his passport to the U.S. Embasay, Moscow. Tho Stats Departe

mont ruled that his attemptsd raranciation vas not a logaL‘Lr competent aat. L
. . Subsequently, the Srbassy 1ssued him & passport valid only for return to the '
! United States, Ho rocoived a Soviet exit visa less than 2 hours bafore his ’
: ' plans left Moscow on 21 September. Ho has pince been living with a brother '
in Valley Strean, Long Island.  (New York Timss 20 Oct 59) : :

imep e .

‘ LY 1
1 . . ~ .

Aj’a4a/£« ,(‘;.‘.‘-.';b "'.'A /"/"" < "’(‘{‘./.l ! : ’
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Cement e e -

?/ PSIRULLI, \Niohél'u. S ' |
Data of Birth: ea 1921 ‘

Plaod of 24rths USA . .

Date of Dofections ~sumer ]:959 '

i

Potrulll lafi his fomily in tho U.S., traveloed to tzs Soviet Union and -
stated that he vished to givo up his American clu.lenahip. When questioned,
he did not Imow why he traveled to Rusaia, wvhat he planned to do there,

bow he plaoned to  support himaelf, and why, specifically, he desired to
rooounce 2is American citiszenship. (DBPMJ. 29-Jan 60)

A gheol-aetal vorker, Pstrulli hed a history of uenul illpess., Ha
changed his mird about doreou.ng Just bsfore the Sovist Unilon refused
hia oitisensuip, (Yaah. Fvening Star 26 Yov 59

. He bad turued in his passport to tbe v.s. &nbaasy, Mosocw. Tha State
* Departasnt ruled that his attampted reminclation was not & legally
compeltent act. Subsequently, tho umbassy issusd him & passport valid
only for roturn to tho Unitod States. Mo recelved 2 Soviot sxit visa
logs thaa 2 hours befora Wis plece loft Mosoow on 21 Saptember. Ho has
gincy becn living vith a bmt.her in Valloy Stroan, 'long Island,
(Hew York Timas 20 Oct 59]

. \
. i

Ty oculy 71 tree~s on 2y Biciolas potrulil s T Sihma? manber of

Secco-Unnzitti Scmmandst iurty Club, his rasidares (33 Caristopher St.,

2« Yok City .

co (037232502, 3upt 59
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The following intorzatina is SACRET .
[

1 PETRYULLI, l‘-'lcholas'/ "W¥hile t.-raveli.ng in the USSE a3 a tourht ‘
&Nicolina FETRULIA |
Defected August 1959 in the summer of 1959, Nicholas PeTRULLI ) .
appe;rcd at the United States Einbassyl.in
Yoscow on 2Y August 1959 and inrormed;
!minssy officlals that he wished to re:main
in the USSR, On 3 September 1959 he executed
an oath of renunciation of his Amrica"ln
citizenship and stated that he had applied
for Sovict citizenship. On 8 Sepbembel'r 1959 ' -
. PERTULLI returned to the U. S. Embassyl“ and . - ) k-
stated that the Soviets were "giving him a
run around” anld' that he wished to reta‘iin his

American Sitizenship. He was given a one-way

Passport to the United States and returned to '

his home in New York on 22 September 1959. A

(\
sheet metal worker by profession, PETRULLI “’“ODQ A0 c‘\ass\“\
(

born in Brooklyn, New York on 13 February 1%;1’}5 ‘gﬂ\s\q “F\
e Lo

of Italian-born parents. He had been divo&ﬁ

in December 1957 from his Russian-born vifeA Qe\(\e
whom he married in December 1954 and by “‘vhom

he has a daughter, Duriné World War II :PETRULLI
aerved in the United States Alir Force and

received a diacharg;rin'ﬁﬂﬁ arter undergoing
treatment in a mental hospital. He subsequently
had psychiatric care while living in Cal#(ornia.

e R
.

-
~e
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peychiatric care, while living in California. ;

. one-way passport for the Uniud .;um.

&

i
sc-nr-x:'n(.\ PLTiUL {, Kicholas
aka PETRULLA, Nicolina

Subjeot, a tourist in Russia, appcared at the American lubassy in Moscow
on 25 Augnat 1999, indloating that he wiched to remain {in the Soviet Union.
fespite baing camrticoad by an Fmbassy official, Subjoct insisted that he wished
to rendunce his Americarn citizenship. He said he liked what the USSK stards
for and thought he would be able to make a better living in thu. country., He
mcmd an oath of repunciation of his imericen ciuunam.p on 3 Soptanbor
1959, and stated that be hed applied for Soviet citisenship. _ .

~ - Eubjcet yas born in Erooklyn, Rew York, on ]3 February 1921, ‘of Ital.hnm
bern parents. lie was a sheet-notal worker {n Valley Strean,! liew York, who had .
beon divorced, in December 1957, from hia Kuszsian-born wife, whom he hnd mrled
in Lecenber 155 and ty when ho hag a daurhter. Subject reportedly served in
e Unlted States Alr Force, curing Yorld War 1I; and was ditc .arged in votober’
1045, aftor undargoio: trmatpent in a montal hospital, Mo aubsaquo'rtly bad

Sudjact obtained a mssport. on 2 Juna 1§53, for a two-uce!c trip to in¢land
and Huzglsg cntersd tho UbS. ot Viborg, from tinlend, on 10 Ausvet 1959, on a
romulay seven—day tourist vlsa; and entored Lepin-rad as & tourist, on 11 August

1959. . | ;

After renouncing bhis Amorican citicenship on 3 tentambor 1959, Subject re-
sppoared at the Ameriecan afassy on 8 Septartar i9%¢, stating that he felt the
Soviets were piving him tho mm around amxi that he had chaned his aim! and
wvighed to rctein his United ftates citizenship and return hom. 1he Sovicts
had renortedly advised u:jcct. that to obtainr Soviet ciuzen:hip, he would have
to return to Washington, 0. C., and ajply at the Soviet Embassy there. accordins
to a foreig: service dispatch from licecow, there was no evidence of plarncd
Scviet provocaticn or entrapmonts but the .ﬁovuta had facllitated his aotions .
by Imowingly permitting him to overstay his viea, encourag.ng through his In- ;
tourist gulde to send his citizenship sgplication to the fupreme tovist, and
allowing hin to nunin on oredit at a deluxe hotel. )

. The State Department ruled that Subject's attecptoed renuncistion of his
United Ctates citizenship was not a legally competent act, and be was given a
Ha_retunmd to his hona in Kew York,

. .;_’.;.9"9"«
A .

on 22 Scntamber 1952,
P

[Be above information is Iargoly taken fred o tore!.gn service
dispatch, of 9/11/59. Inforraticn regarding Subject's ob-
tainins a passport to return to the United Statee, and ;n-
formation reganting his veturn hoge, 12 from Now York Tincs
newspapor articlos, . '




